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ON THE SCENE

POPHAM
DESIGN

“Travel is definitely a cata-
lyst for new designs,” says
Caitlin Dowe-Sandes of the
cement tiles she creates
with her husband, Samuel.
Their antiques-filled bunga-
low, featured on page 122

A
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The landscape architect
behind the gardens ata
Loire Valley chateau (see
page 128) has taken on
projects around the world,
from Chicago to Egypt to
New Zealand. But the core
of his work lies in his native
France. A sampling of his
lush creations can be seen
in Louis Benech: Twelve

of this issue, is located in
the Gueliz neighborhood
of Marrakech; their studio,
Popham Design, below
left, is just a few minutes
away. “It’s so easy forus to
reach Europe, even fora
long weekend,” she adds.
Their newest tiles were
inspired by an exhibition of
Op artthe couple saw in
Berlin and a vintage Goan
fabric. Other recent pat-
terns, including Headlight,
left, and Long Shadow,
below, are a graphic twiston
classic Moroccan style.

French Gardens, to be
published next month by
Papierand Co. One
highlight is his design for
aproperty in St. Tropez,
above. “All my gardens are
unique,” Benech says, “so
| feel like a chameleon.
Butl hope to create peaceful
places that make the peo-
ple living in them happy.”
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ROBERTO
BEGNINI

Despite his two Italian
residences—including his
apartmentin Rome's
historic Palazzo Doria
Pamphilj, featured on

page 136—Roberto Begnini
isn’t tied to his native
country. Recently he's been
spending time in Montevi-
deo, the capital of Uruguay,
where he's restoring an

SIMON
UPTON

London resident Simon
Upton has been photo-
graphing interiors for ELLE
DECOR for more than 10
years—he estimates that
he must have shot nearly
100 stories. Two are in this

early-20th-century house,
which heisturningintoa
small hotel. Casa Roberto
(casaroberto.uy) is
scheduled to openits doors
in November, with four
rooms in the wunderkam-
mer style of his Roman
residence. The building will
also house aninterior
design studio and a gallery
that sells vintage and con-
temporary furnishings from
around the world.

issue, including the Paris
apartment on page

114. “Doing shoots in Paris,
there's the added delight
of seeing what’s behind
the windows and balconies,
what is hidden in court-
yards and behind walls,”
he says. When he’s not
onassignment for us or such
British publications

as World of Interiors and
House & Garden, he works
on his own art photogra-
phy, which can be seen

at simonupton.com. “| love
to shoot landscapes on

an 8" x 10" camera, partly
as a good excuse to get
outside,” he says. “lalsodo
still lifes of floraand fauna,
which I am slowly making
into a body of work.” His
shot of a peregrine, left, is
part of a series on falconry,
soon to be featured in

a book and an exhibition.
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